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Not much is known about the life of the prolific Khurasanian-Meccan Sufi 
1.1 an ah polymath, jurisprudent, canonist, exegete, logician, pilgrimalogist, 
muhaddith, calligrapher, historian, philologist, Qur’an teacher and reciter 
Mulla Nur ad-DIn Abu al-Hasan c Ali b. Sultan Muhammad al-Qari al- 
HarawT thumma al-MakkT al-HanafT (d. 1014/1605). He was described by 
al-Muhibbl as “one of the forerunners of learning and the peerless scholar 
of his time, most remarkable in his analyses and elucidation of language” 
and by ash-Shawkanl as “the encyclopaedist of the sciences of transmission 
and reason, imbued with the Prophetic Sunna, one of the foremost erudite 
scholars and great memorisers [of Hadith].” 1 

The same sources state that al-Qari was bom in the major Khurasanian city 
of Herat in present-day Afghanistan; that he learnt the Qur’an with Mu c m 
ad-DTn b. Zayn ad-DIn al-HarawI and memorised the fundamental 
textbooks with the teachers of his country. He shone in memorisation, 
canonical Qura’nic readings and prayer leadership in tarawlh, hence his 
nickname Qari (reciter) before he became famous as a mulla. 2 

Scholars fled Khurasan in droves when the Rafidl Sultan Shah IsmaTl b. 
Haydar as-SafawI (d. 930/1525) conquered Herat in 916/1510 after 
calamitous upheavals.Al-Qari probably moved to Mecca shortly after 
952/1545, writing in Shamm al- c Awarid\ “Glory and thanks to Allah for 
granting me success and enabling me to emigrate from the abode of inno¬ 
vation to the best of the abodes of the sunna, which is the alighting-place of 
revelation and the appearance of prophethood, ensuring I reside there 
without effort or power on my part!” 3 

He sustained himself and his dependants through his Qu’ranic calligraphy 
and its commentary in a hand described by a contemporary as “one of the 
wonders of the world.” 4 The sale of one such volume sufficed him the 
sustenance of an entire year. He loathed relying on others, especially 
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potentates and the wealthy. He wrote: “Allah have mercy on my father! He 
always said to me: ‘1 dislike that you should become one of the ulema lest 
you go and stand at the door of the princes!’” 5 In Tathir at-Tawiyya bi- 
TahsTn an-Niyya he made it clear that accepting any type of office or 
employment from the government was also a suspicious source of income 
unless one ensured that he took a salary to work for Allah Most High and 
that he took it from an irreproachable source or only the amount absolutely 
necessary for a living. 

He remained in Mecca until his death in the year 1014 as ascertained by al- 
LaknawT in ar-RaP wat-Takmll and Ibraz al-Ghayy al-WaqP IT Shi fa’ al- 
c Ayy (published as Naqd Awham Siddlq Hasan Khan) and was buried in al- 
MaTat cemetery. Al-MuhibbI in Khulasat alAthar said that when news of 
his death reached the ulema of Egypt they held the funeral prayer in ab¬ 
sentia at al-Azhar with a throng of over 4,000. The sources name among 
his teachers: 

• the major Egyptian ShafTT jurisprudent Shihab ad-DTn Abu al- 
c Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad, known as Ibn 
Hajar al-Haytaml as-Sa c dI al-Ansar! (909-973/1503-1565); 6 

• the Indian hadith master, Hanafi jurist and author of 100 works, 
c Ala’ad-DTn c AlTb. c Abdal-Malik b. QadI Khan al-Qurashl al- 
Junfurlal-Rahanfurl al-Qadirl ash-ShadhilT al-Madanl thumma al- 
MakkT, known as al-Muttaql al-Hind! (d. 975/1568); 7 

• the Afghan hadith master Muhammad SaTd b. Khwaja al- 
HanafT known as MTrKalan(d. 981/1573); 8 

• the ShafTT commentator of the Qur’an and jurist c Atiyya b. c AlI 
b. Hasan as-Sulam! al-Makkl (d. 982/1574), who taught at the 
Sulaymaniyya School and whom Qarl in Shamm al-Awarid calls 
sayyidl wa-sanadl fi dim at-tafslr .; 9 

• the Hanafi musnid, jurist, grammarian, and qadl Mulla c Abd 
Allah b. Sa c d ad-DTn al- c UmarT al-SindT al-MadanT thumma al- 
MakkT (d. 984/1576); 10 

• the Indian Hanafi muftT, historian and commentator of the 
Qur’an Qutb ad-DTn Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al- 
GujaratT al-NahrawalT thumma al-MakkT (d. 990/1582), whom al- 
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Qari called “the pillar of latter-day scholars and the cream of the 
oceans of erudition, our teacher, the mufti of Muslims in the safe 
Sanctuary of Allah, Mawlana Qutb ad-DTn.” 11 

• the nonagenarian Egyptian ShaffT jurist and exegete Shihab ad- 
DIn Ahmad b. Badr ad-DIn al- c AbbasT al-Misri thumma al-Hindl 
(d. 992/1584); 12 

• the Hanafi jurist and admonisher Sinan ad-DTn Yusuf b. c Abd 
Allah al-AmasT ar-Ruml al-MakkT (d. 1000/1592), who wrote 
several works on the rituals of pilgrimage, doctrine and ethics. 13 

• the erudite ascetic Indian musnid Zakariyya al-Hasanl al- 
Yamanl al-Ma kk T (d. 971/1501); 14 

• the Egyptian ShafTu hadith scholar and jurist Muhammad b. AbT 
al-Hasan Muhammad b. Jalal ad-DIn Muhammad b. c Abd ar- 
Rahman b. Ahmad al-Bakrl (d. 993/1585); 15 and 

• the Cairene musnid Shams ad-DTn Muhammad b. c AlI b. 
Ahmadb. Salim al-Junajl thumma al-Qahirl al-Malikl al-Azharl 
(d. 935/1529) who presumably gave al-Qarl (as indicated in his 
preamble to the Mirqat) a very early ijaza, from which it follows 
that the latter’s birth predates the year 935 and that he lived more 
than 80 years. 

Among al-Qarl’s students were: 

• the imam of the Maqam, head preacher of the Meccan Sanctu¬ 
ary, mufti, philologist, jurist, historian, and author of works on 
slra, doctrine, poetry and history MuhyT ad-DIn c Abd al-Qadir b. 
Muhammad b. Yahya b. Mukarram b. al-Muhibb Muhammad at- 
Tabarlal-Husaymal-Shafflal-Makkl (976-1033/1569-1624); 16 

• the historian, jurist, qadl, mufti and prolific author c Abd ar- 
Rahman b. c Isa b. Murshid al- c UmarI al-Murshidl al-MakkT al- 
HanafT (975-1037/1568-1628); 17 

• the arch-muhaddith of India and commentator of the Mishkat 
among many other works c Abd al-Haqq b. Sayf ad-DIn ad- 
Dihlawl (958-1052/1551 -1642); 18 
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• Sayyid Mu c azzam al-Husaynl al-Balkhl, an otherwise unknown 
whose name is mentioned in the Athbat of Ibn c AbidIn, al- 
Kuzbarl and others as a direct student of al-Qari’s; 19 

• the Hanafi Meccan teacher, jurisprudent and preacher Abu c Abd 
Allah Muhammad b. Munla Farrukh b. c Abd al-Muhsin ar-Rumi 

al-MurawI (996-1061/1588-1651 ); 20 

• Shams ad-DTn al- c InanIal-Makki, another unknown who trans¬ 
mitted al-Qari’s works to his son c Abd Allah, the mufti of the 
Hanafis in Mecca who passed them on to his son As c ad b. c Abd 
Allah b. Shams ad-DIn al- c lnanl, who passed them on to Shah 
Wall Allah ad-Dihlawi according to c Ubayd Allah b. al-Islam as- 
Sindl in his Thabat, at-Tamhldli-Ta c rif A’immatat-Tajdld, and 

• Sulayman b. Safi ad-DTn al-Yamanl, whose name appears on a 
certificate delivered to him by al-Qarl in the teaching of fiqh, 
hadith, and tafslr. 

A descriptive bibliography of 108 of al-Qarfs works 

1. al-Adab fi Rajab , a slim work on the desirability of voluntary 
prayer and fasting in Rajab in which al-Qarl sides with Ibn al-Salah 
(versus Ibn c Abd al-Salam and the majority) in the promotion and 
defence of salat ar-ragha’ib. 

2. al- c Afaf c an Wad c al-Yad fil-Tawaf, a two-page fatwa on the 
impermissibility of placing the hand on the chest during circum- 
ambulation. 

3. al-Aliadlthal-Qudsiyyaal-ArbaHniyya, a meticulous compila¬ 
tion of forty authentic Divinely-spoken hadiths, which has been 
published under different titles. 

4. al-Ajwibat al-Muharrara fil-Baydat al-Khabltha al- 
Munakkara, an exposeof the pagan origins of Christian Easter-egg 
rituals. 

5. al- c Alamat al-Bayyinat fi Bayan ba c d al-Ayat , published as al- 
Bayyinat fi Bayan etc., a brief explanation of the phrase “some of 
the signs” in the verse Do they wait for anything except that the 
angels should come to them or your Lord should come or that there 
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come some of the signs of your Lord? The Day that some of the 
signs of your Lord will come no soul will benefit from its faith if it 
had not believed before... (6:158). 

6. Anwar al-Hujaj ft Asrar al-Hijaj, a ten-page treatise on the 
spiritual dimensions of pilgrimage in which al-Qarl cites, on the 
origin of tawaf, this reply of c AlT b. al-Husayn Zayn al- c Abidin (38- 
95/658-714): 

When Allah Most High said to the angels Verily 1 shall place 
in the earth a vicegerent they said, will You place therein such 
as shall make mischief in it and shed blood, and we celebrate 
Your praise and extol Your holiness? He said: Surely I know 
what you do not know (2:30), the angels feared lest what they 
had said was [deemed] a protest against their Lord so they 
sought refuge with the Throne. They circumambulated it in 
fear of the Divine wrath, whereupon the Oft-Visited House 
(al-bayt al-ma c mur) was raised for them and they circum¬ 
ambulated it. Then He sent angels and said: “Build a house 
like it for me on earth,” and Allah ordered His creatures to cir¬ 
cumambulate the latter, just as the dwellers of heaven 
circumambulate the Oft-Visited House. 

7. Anwar al-Qur’an wa-Asrar al-Furqan, a 750-folio, two-tome 
commentary of the Qur’an published in 2013 in five volumes. 

8. c Aqd al-Nikah c ala Lisan al-Wakll, a one-page reply 
confirming the validity of a marriage contract entered into by a 
guardian’s proxy. 

9. al-Asrar al-Marfu c a fil-Akhbar al-Mawdu c aalso known as “the 
Major Work on Forgeries” (al-Mawdu c at al-Kubra), in which he 
said, “Here we are, having passed the year one thousand and ten- 
odd” 21 dating this book among his very last works with SharifAyn 
al- c llm and Sharh al-Muwatta ’. 

10. al-Athmar al-Janiyya fi Asma’ al-Hanafiyya, a 189-folio 
abridgment and updating of Ibn Abl al-Wafa’s (696-775) al- 
Jawahiral-Mudiyya, a biographical dictionary of Hanafi jurists. 
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11. Bahjat al-Insan fi Muhjat al-Hayawan, an abridgment of ad- 
Damlri’s (d. 808/1405) animal encyclopaedia Hayat al-Hayawan in 
132 folios. 

12. Bayan Fi c l al-Khayr idha Dakhala Makkata man Hajja c an al- 
Ghayr, a fatwa in which he addressed the issue of a pilgrim-by¬ 
proxy’s passing of the starting-point (miqat) without donning the 
consecrated state (ihram). 

13. Bidayatal-SalikfiNihayat al-Masalik, a commentary on 
Rahmat Allah al-Sindl’s Mansak al-Saghir, over whose medium¬ 
sized Lubab al-Manasik al-Qarl also wrote marginalia (published 
with the main text) in 1287/1870. 

14. al-Birra ffljubb al-Hirra, a three-folio response, see entry 
“love of cats” (hubb al-hirra) in the Asrar. 

15. al-Burhan al-JalT al- c AU c ala Man Summiya min ghayri 
Musamman bil- Wall, a brief corrective on the mistakes of a famous 
contemporary preacher at whose name al-Qarl hints in the title 
concerning the status of prayer during the imam’s sermon on the 
day of dd and other issues. 

16. Daw’ al-Ma c ali li-Bad’ al-Amall, an oft-studied commentary 
on al-Ushl’s (d. 569) poem about MaturldT doctrine, in which al- 
Qarl compared the way of the Khalaf to worship (dbada) and deeds 
( c amal), both of which end in the hereafter and that of the Salaf to 
servanthood ( c ubiidiyya) and total assent (rida), both of which 
continue in the hereafter; hence the latter’s superiority. 

17. adh-Dhakhlrat al-Kathlra 17 Raja’ al-Maghfira lil-Kabira, in 
which he says he is refuting both his teacher al-Haytaml and Mir 
Padeshah al-Bukharl al-Hanaff over the question of forgiveness of 
major sins for those who performed the pilgrimage. Al-Qarl said 
the former had altogether denied that major sins were forgiven 
through pilgrimage whilst the latter had affirmed they were for¬ 
given in absolute terms. 


134 -The Islamic Quarterly: Vol 58, No. 2 



Mulla c Ah b. Sultan al-Qan and his Work: 

A Descriptive Bibliography 


18. ad-Durrat al-Mudi’a Bz-Ziyarat al-Mustafawiyya ar-Radiyya, 
a treatise on visitation of the Prophet (upon him blessings and 
peace), his Mosque, Quba’, the martyrs of Uhud, etc. 

19. al-Fadl al-Mu c awwal fis-Saff al-Awwal, a brief tract in which 
al-QarT puts forward the view that the reason for the preferability 
of the first row in prayer is proximity to the House of Allah Most 
High for the congregation at the Ka c ba, not the fact that one stands 
in the first row elsewhere. 

20. Fara’id al-Qala’id c ala Ahadith Sharh al-Aqa’id, a concise 
documentation of the70-odd hadith cited in at-Taftazanl’s cel¬ 
ebrated commentary on an-Nasafi’s well-known statement of 
doctrine, which al-Qarl said he finished in Shawwal 1004/June 
1596. 

21. Farr al-Awn li-man Yaddari/man hi Fa wn, written against the 
erudite Jalal ad-Dan ad-Dawwanl (d. 907/1501), who had followed 
the position attributed to Ibn c ArabI to the effect that Fifawn 
accepted Islam before death. 22 The Moroccan Shaykh Ahmadal - 
GhumarT (1320-1380 / 1902-1960) trounced al-Qan in defense of 
Ibn c Arabi’s position but was in turn refuted by his own brother 
c Abd Allah al-Ghumarl (1328-1413/1910-1993). 23 

22. Fath Abwab al-DTn fiAdab al-Murldln , also known as Sharh 
Adab al-Mundm , a large (180-folio) commentary on a treatise by 
Abu an-Najlb ash-Suhrawardl (490-563/1097-1168) on the eti¬ 
quette of Sufi seekers. 

23. Fath al-Asma c fi Sharh as-Sama c , a treatise in which al-Qarl 
denounces singing and musical recitals as categorically prohibited 
in the religion. 

24. Fath Bab a!I nay a bi-Sharh an-Nuqaya, a commentary on the 
Nuqaya Mukhtasar al-Wiqaya of Sadr ash-SharTa c Ubayd Allah b. 
Mas c ud al-Mahbubl (d. 747/1346), itself an abridgment of his 
grandfather Taj al-SharTa Mahmud b. Ahmad’s (d. 673/ 1275) 
Wiqayat ar-Riwaya fi Masa’il al-FIidaya in Hanafi fiqh, about al- 
MarghTnanT’s (d.593/1197) Hidaya, a commentary on his own 
Bidayat al-Mubtadi, which merged al-Qudurl’s (d. 428/1037) 
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Mukhtasar with ash-Shaybanl’s (d. 189/ 805) al-Jami c as-Saghir. 
Al-Qari finished it in 1003/1595 and adduced in it the proofs of 
Hanafi fiqh positions from the Qur’an, the Sunna and legal 
analogy. 

25. Fath Bab al-Is c ad fi Sharh Qasidat Banat Su c ad, a commentary 
on Ka c b b. Zuhayr al-Muzanl’s famous poem during which he 
praised the Prophet, whereupon the latter took off his mantle and 
put it on him. 

26. al-Fath ar-Rabbani fi Sharh TasrTf az-Zanjam, a book on mor¬ 
phology based on a manual by c Izz ad-DIn Ibrahim b. c Abd al- 
Wahhab az-ZanjanT (d. 655/1257) in 26 folios. 

27. Fath ar-Rahman bi-Fada’ilShaFan, beginning with the words 
al-hamdu lillah al-ladhl qaddara al-arzaqa wal-ajal, in which he 
cites the hadith and other reports on the merits of mid-Sha c ban and 
discusses their grading, adding a commentary on Surat al-Qadr and 
the beginning of Surat ad-Dukhan. This work was published in 
Bulaq in 1307/1890 and may be the same as at-Tibyan fiBayan ma 
if Laylat an-Nisf min ShaFan. Al-Qari in this monograph defends 
the legitimacy of the congregational prayer of mid-Sha c ban 
consisting in a hundred rak c at that originated in al-Quds, first men¬ 
tioned byAbu Talib al-MakkT (d. 386/996) in the 20th section of his 
Qut al-Qulub and picked up from him by Abu Hamid al-Ghazall 
(450-505/1058-1111) in the seventh chapter of the supererogatory 
prayers in the Ihya’ and c Abd al-Qadir al-JIlanl (470-561/1077- 
1166) in the Ghunya but denounced by most as baseless innova¬ 
tion. 

28. Fayd al-Fa’id fi Sharh Rawd ar-Ra’id fi Masa’il al-Fara’id, a 
treatise on inheritance law. 

2 9. Fayd al-Mufn id a Jam c al-Arba fn fi Fadl al- Qur ’an al-Mubin 
(The Outpouring of the Helper in Gathering Forty Hadiths on the 
Excellence of the All-Illuminating Qur’an), a translation of which 
was recently published under the title Forty Hadiths on the 
Blessing of Reading the Qur ’an. 

30. al-Fayd as-Samawi if Takhrij Qira’at al-Baydawi, a large 
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reference work on the canonical readings mentioned in al- 
BaydawT’s TafsTr. 

31. al-Fusul al-Muhimma fiHusul al-Mutimma, a study of 13 
hadiths pertaining to the straightening of the limbs during prayer 
against the botching of salat by those who overtake the imam in the 
congregational prayer or go into prostration without first straight¬ 
ening up after ruku f then — in the words of the hadith — “give the 
ground two pecks” instead of sitting up straight between the two 
prostrations. 

32. Ghayat at-Tahqlq ftNihayat at-Tadqiq is a seven-page attempt 
to resolve the inter-school disputes plaguing the dwellers of the 
Two Sanctuaries over following imams from other schools in 
prayer, the time of hsr and the repetition of salat, issues al-Qan 
follows up in Lisan al-Ihtida’. 

33. Hashiya c ala Sharh Risalat al-Wad c , marginalia on Khwaja 
c Ali SamarqandT’s (d. 860/1456) commentary on al-Jurjanl’s (d. 
816/1413) treatise on neologism. 

34. Hashiya c ala Tafsir al-Baydawi, a commentary on the last juz’ 
of al-BaydawT’s Anwarat-Tanzil. 

35. al-Hazz al-Awfar fil Hajj al-Akbar, a fatwa in which he dis¬ 
cusses the basis for thus naming the Hajj when the Day of c Arafa 
falls on Jumu c a. 

36. al-Hibat as-Saniyya al- c Aliyya c ala Abyat ash-Shatibiyya ar- 
Ra’iyya, a commentary on ash-Shatibfs AqllatAtrab al-Qasa’id fi 
Asna al-Maqasid, a versification of Abu 'Amr ad-Danl’s (d. 444) 
Muqni c on Qur’anic script. 

37. al-Hirz ath-Thamm lil-Hisn al-Hasm, a manual of 
supplications he finished in 1008/1600 based on Ibn al-Jazarl’s 
“Impregnable Fortress” (al-Hisn al-Hasin min Kalam Sayyid al- 
Mursalin), which the latter wrote at the time the Tatars were 
attacking Damascus. 
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38. al-Hizb al-A c zam wal-Wird al-Aikham, a manual of supplica¬ 
tions in seven chapters, one for each day of the week, which al- 
Qari selected “from the famous, well-considered books such as al- 
Jazarl’s Hisn, an-NawawT’s Adhkar, al-Kalim at-Tayyib, as- 
Suyuffs two Jami c and his Durr al-Manthur and ash-SakhawT’s 
Qawl al-BadF, preceded with Quranic supplications.” This work 
received several commentaries, notably by Turkish scholars. 

39. al-Flam bi-Fada’il Bayt Allah al-Haram, a 68-folio work on 
the immense merits of the magnificent Ka c ba. 

40. al-Inba’ bi-anna a I-As a min Sunan al-Anbiya\ a one-page 
discussion of the walking-stick as a sunn a of prophets that al-Qarl 
brings up again in his Asrar with the entry “Leaning on a staff is a 
tradition of the prophets” ( al-tawakku’u c ala al- c asa min sunnat al- 
anbiya’). 

41. al-Istid c a’ fil-Istisqa’, a short recapitulation of the rulings and 
etiquette of the prayer for rain. 

42. al-Istina c Bl-Idtiba c , a three-page demonstration that shoulder¬ 
baring (idtiba c ) is a sunna for men in all seven rounds of any 
circumambulation that saT follows and that for the Hanafis there is 
no idtiba c in saT at all. 

43. Istinas an-Nas bi-Fada’ilIbni Abbas, an 11 -folio biography of 
the companion Ibn c Abbas. 

44. al-I c tina’bil-Ghina’fil-Fana’, a treatise on the general prohibi¬ 
tion of musical instruments, singing and dancing in answer to a 
question from a pious Muslim, published in 2002 at Dar al-Farfur 
in Damascus under the title as-Sama c wal-Ghina’. 

45. Jam c al-Wasa’il fi Sharh ash-Shama’il, a commentary on at- 
Tirmidhi’s Shama’il (Prophetic Attributes) that al-Qarl completed 
in 1008/1600 and in which he quotes from previous commentaries, 
notably that of his grand shaykh and countryman MIrak Shah, a 
Hanafi master from Heart, his teacher al-Haytaml’s own commen¬ 
tary entitled Ashraf al-Wasa’il fi Sharh ash-Shama’il, Shams ad- 
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Dm Mulla al-Hanafi (d. after 927/1521), c Isam ad-Dm al-Isfaraymi 
(d. 943/1536) and others. 

46. al-Jamalayn c ala al-Jalalayn, his commentary on the celebrated 
Tafsir al-Jalalayn, of which several manuscript copies are found in 
India, Turkey and elsewhere. 

47. Kashf al-Khidr c an Aim al-Khidr (Uncovering the Subject of 
al-Khidr), published in Damascus as al-Hadhar min Amr al-Khidr 
(Caution Against the Issue of al-Khidr), to which al-Qan refers in 
the Asrar and which he concludes with a refutation of the view that 
al-Khidr is no longer alive. 

48. Lisan al-Ihtida’ fil-Iqtida\ another investigation in 13 pages 
on how to accommodate madhhab differences similar to his Ghayat 
at-Tahqlq and reminiscent of a similar short treatise by a studentof 
Ibn al-Humam(d. 861/1457) on the same topic, c AlT as-Sindl’s 
Bayan al-Iqtida’bil-Shafiyya wal-Khilafi fi Dhalik. 

49. Lubb Lubab al-Manasik wa-Hubb c Ubab al-Masalik, a 22- 
folio epitome of Rahmat Allah b. c Abd Allah b. Ibrahim as-Sindl’s 
(d. 978) Lubab al-Manasik wa- c Ubab al-Masalik on which al-Qarl 
also wrote a Hashiya. 

50. al-Ma c dan al- c AdanT fi Fadl Uways al-Qaram, a 13-folio biog¬ 
raphy of the famed Yemeni Uways al-Qaranl, which al-Qarl 
concludes with the statement: 

Know that what became famous among the general public that 
Uways pulled out all his teeth out of extreme sorrow when he 
heard that the tooth of the Messenger of Allah had been 
harmed in the battle of Uhud — and he did not know which 
tooth for sure — is baseless according to the scholars; not to 
mention that it contravenes the pristine Law, hence none of the 
companions did it, although it suffices that such an act is 
abuse which only fools commit. 

51. Manaqib al-lmam al-A c zam wa-Ashabih , a 106-folio 
biography of Abu Hanlfa and his companions also found in the first 
part of al-Qarl’s al-Athmar al-Janiyya and reproduced in the 
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second volume of the Da’irat al-Ma c arif an-Nizamiyya edition of 
Ibn Abl al-Wafa’s al-Jawahiral-Mudiyya. 

52. al-Maqalat al- c Adhba fil- c Imamati wal- c Adhaba, a treatise on 
the turban in which al-Qarl states: 

Know that it is established in the transmitted reports that 
the Prophet wore a turban and it was transmitted that he 
recommended wearing one in many ahadith. Even if they are 
weak, their collective weight suggests strength which raises 
them to the level of fairness or soundness and conveys the 
desirability (istihbab) of [wearing] a turban. 

53. al-Mas’ala fil-Basmala, a two-page fatwa stating that the 
relied-upon position in the Hanafi school is that it is impermissible 
to read the basmala at the beginning of Surat at-Tawba, contrary to 
Imam Abu al-Layth as-Samarqandfs position in his Fatawa al- 
Nawazil ; that it contravenes the Qur’an, the sunn a and the 
consensus and its attribution to Abu Hanlfa is incorrect. 

54. al-Mashrab al-Wardi fi Haqiqati Madhhab al-MahdT, in which 
he refutes the claims that al-Khadir learnt fiqh from Abu Hanlfa 
both in the latter’s life and in his grave after his death and that c Isa 
b. Maryam and al-MahdT would follow the Hanafi School upon 
their advent. Al-BarzanjI broached this issue in al-Isha c a fi Akhbar 
al-SFa, citing its origin in al-Qahistanl’s Jami c ar-Kumuz IT Sharh 
an-Nuqaya. Al-Qarl concluded that al-MahdT would be a mujtahid 
mutlaq and that c Isa would receive learning from none other than 
the Prophet Muhammad. 

55. al-Maslak al-Mutaqassit Hl-Mansak al-Mutawassit, a 
commentary on a work by al-QarT’s teacher Mulla c Abd Allah as- 
SindT on the rituals of pilgrimage. 

56. al-MasniT fiMafifat al-Hadith al-Mawdif, his minor book of 
forgeries. This is the smaller of the two compilations he devoted to 
forgeries with 417 entries. The Syrian hadith specialist c Abd al- 
Fattah Abu Ghudda published it with an introduction about the 
genre. 
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57. al-Mawrid ar-Rawi fil-Mawlid an-NabawT, a medium-sized 
(47 folio) work written for use in celebrations of the Prophet’s 
birthday in which al-Qarl said, “Since I am unable to act as a host 
physically, I wrote these pages so that they would become moral 
hospitality made of light in permanence over the pages of ages, 
unrestricted to days or months.” al-Qarl wrote a second monograph 
on the same topic, entitled simply Risala fil-Mawlid. 

58. al-Minah al-Fikriyya bi-Sharh al-Muqaddimat al-Jazariyya, a 
treatise on the Muqaddima Jazariyya, a famous poem on 
canonical readings by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad 
al-Jazarl (d. 833/1430). 

59. Minah ar-Rawd al-Azhar fi Sharh al-Fiqh al-Akbar, a 
commentary on the Sunni creed attributed to Imam Abu HanTfa that 
became an oft-studied textbook of doctrine in its own right. 

60. Mirqat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, his massive 
commentary on Muhammad b. c Abd Allah al-Khatlb at-TibrlzT’s 
(d. 741/1340) Mishkat —itself an expansion of Abu Muhammad al- 
BaghawT’s (433-516/1042-1122) Masabih as-Sunna, which he fin¬ 
ished in 1008/1600. 

61. aFMubln li-Fahm al-Arbafn, a medium-sized commentary on 
an-NawawT’s celebrated compilation of 40 hadiths which al-Qarl 
begins with an exordium on the symbolism of the number forty. 

62. al-Mulamma c fi Sharh an-Na c t al-Murassa c , a four-folio 
glossary of his own an-Na c t al-Murassa c bil-Mujannas al-Musajja c - 
a brilliant invocation of blessing on the Prophet written with a 
recurring pattern of internal rhyme (saj c ) built on alliteration (jinas) 
— words that differ in meaning but are phonetically and/or 
graphically (e.g. through dot, vowel, or letter-variation) alike or 
nearly alike. It begins: “O Allah, bless Your highest Light (nurik al- 
a c la) and Your most precious Blossom (wa-nawrik al-aghla)”. 

63. al-Muqaddimat as-Salima fi Khawf al-Khatima, in which al- 
Qarl adduces the legal evidence that the believer must tread a 
middle path between fear and hope rather than give up the former 
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completely, in rebuttal of a contemporary who claimed that 
whoever saw him would enter Paradise. 

64. MiftaqadAbTHanifata al-Imam fiAbaway ar-Rasiil c alayhi as- 
salat was-salam, published as Adillat MudaqadAbi Hanifa etc., a 
controversial work for which al-Qarl came under fire for claiming 
“consensus of the salaf and khalaf that the Prophet’s parents died 
as unbelievers; a position he ascribed to Abu Hanifa in his Sharh 
al-Fiqh al-Akbar. Qarl had touched on this in the Mirqat (Jana’iz ; 
chapter on visiting graves) and reiterates the stance of the 
Miftaqad in Shamm al-Awarid , al-Mawrid ar-RawT and the 
Muqaddimat as-Salima, finally writing in his commentary on 
dyad’s Shi fa: 

As for what was mentioned about him bringing back to life his 
parents and their belief in him — on the basis of the narration of 
at-TabaranT and others from c A’isha — the hadith masters agree 
that it is weak as explicitly stated by as-Suyutl. Ibn Dihya even 
said it was forged and contradicted the Qur’an and Sunna. I ex¬ 
pounded this in a monograph examining this issue in detail, in 
refutation of the great savant as-Suyutl in the three epistles 24 he 
composed and 1 have exposed the weakness of his proofs. 25 

In the Asrar, which he finished after Sharh ash-Shifa (1011/ 1602), al-Qarl 
hardens his stance, which he held to the end of his life, contrary to the story 
of his recanting circulated by some, and adopted Ibn Dihya’s position 
exclusively, not even mentioning as-Suyutl’s works to the contrary in his 
laconic entry “Resuscitation of the Two Parents”. 

Some ulema — notably those of the Prophetic House — took offence at 
what they deemed a leitmotiv in Qarl’s works passing the limit of 
legitimate ijtihad. The Qur’anic commentator and philologist Sayyid 
Muhammad b. c Abd ar-Rasul b. c Abd as-Sayyid b. c Abd ar-Rasiil al- 
BarzanjT ash-Shahrazurl al-Madanl ash-ShafiT al-Husaynl (d. 1103/1692) 
wrote in Sadad ad-Din wa-Sidad ad-Dayn fi Najat al-Abawayn ash- 
SharTfayn (The Rectitude of Religion and the Repayment of Debt 
Concerning the Salvation of the Two Noble Parents): 

It is most strange that c AlT b. Muhammad al-Qarl al-HarawI, one 
of the latter-day Hanafis, wrote a commentary on that second 
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version of the Fiqh al-Akbar that he assumed was written by 
Imam Abu Hanlfa in which he passed all boundaries by harming 
the two parents, but this was not enough for him. He had to write 
a monograph on the issue. Then he said in his commentary on the 
Shifa, gloating with pride: “I wrote a monograph on their kulf!” 

At least, if he was not going to observe the right of the Messenger 
of Allah, since he harmed him in that, would that he had felt too 
shy to mention it in the commentary on the Shifa, a book devoted 
to the honour of al-Mustafa! Note, by the way, that the author of 
the Shifa himself was taken to task for mentioning in it that it was 
not categorically obligatory [in salat] to invoke blessings on him, 
claiming that al-ShafiT alone had said that; all this not being 
relevant to his book! Then Allah Most High empowered over the 
said c AlI [al-Qarl] one of his contemporaries, Imam c Abd al-Qadir 
at-Tabarl ash-ShafiT, who penned a harsh treatise refuting him. 26 

Al-BarzanjT then cited a passage of the latter refutation in which at-Tabarl 
— al-Qari’s foremost student and a descendant of the Prophet — said he 
dreamt that he was throwing al-Qarl down a high flight of stairs. “The next 
morning, I was told that he [al-Qarl] was taken ill owing to a bad fall. He 
did not live long after that—Allah have mercy on him.” 27 

In his commentary on the Quranic phrase “your translation among the 
worshippers” ( wa-taqallubaka fis-sajidfn ash-Shu c ara’26:219) — 
interpreted by Ibn c Abbas as “your descent from the loins of a Prophet to 
another Prophet” 28 — the Hanafi exegete and Sayyid (Prophetic 
descendant) Mahmudal-AlusI (1217-1270/1802-1854) said: 

This verse was adduced as proof for the [monotheistic] faith of his 
two parents and I am afraid that anyone who speaks [ill] about 
them commits unbelief ( kufr ), despite what c AlI al-Qarl and his 
kind say to the contrary. 29 

65. an-Namus ft TalkhTs al-Qamiis, a dictionary of Arabic abridged 
from al-Fayruzabadfs (d. 729/1329) al-Qamus al-Muhit. 

66. Nuzhat al-Khatir al-Fatir ft Tarjamat SayyidT c Abd al-Qadir, a 
biography of Shaykh c Abd al-Qadir al-JIlanl in 32 folios. 
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67. al-Qawl al-Sadld fi Khulf al-WaTd, a treatise in which al-Qari 
presents the proof of his argument that the possibility that Allah 
Most High might relent from what He threatens is not the 
consensus but is disputed by a sizeable number of doctrinal 
specialists who held that it was precluded. 

68. Qayd ash-Sharid min Akhbari YazTd, in which Qari documents 

— as he also mentions in Sharh ash-Shifa and Salalat ar-Risala 

— the impermissibility of cursing YazTd in accordance with the 
position of the majority of scholars. 

69. al-Qiwam lis-Suwwam , a work in defence of voluntary fasting in 
Rajab and other months, which he cites in the “Epitomes” section 
of the Asrar (section 17: “Invented Special Prayers”) in rebuttal 
of Ibn al-Qayyim’s statement in al-Manar al-MunTf that “every 
hadith that mentions the fast of Rajab and praying some specific 
nights is an invented falsehood.” 

70. Raddal-Fusus, a refutation of Shaykh Muhyl ad-DIn Ibn c Arabi’s 
Fusus al-Hikam that al-Qari actually entitled al-Martabat 
ash-Shuhudiyya fi Manzilat ai-Wujudiyya. 30 This work was 
printed together with al-Qari’s Farr al- c Awn at Istanbul’s Dar al- 
Ma c arif in 1294/1877 under the title Risala fi Wahdat al-Wujud, 
erroneously attributed to at-Taftazanl. 31 In the Radd al-Qari says: 
“The safest course in religion concerning the person of Ibn c ArabI 
is silence, as the scholars differed about him.” 32 

71. Raf al-Junah wa-Khafd al-Janah , a collection of forty hadith on 
the merits of marriage, which he opens with the strange fenering 
of the verse Die not ever save as those who have surrendered 
(unto Him) (ATTmran3:102) as“Die not save as married people.” 

72. Risala if Bayan Awlad an-Nabi, a two-folio biographical list of 
the children of the Prophet. 

73. Risala if Bayan Ifrad as-Salat c an as-Salam: Hal Yukrahu am La?, 
in which he strove to rebut an-NawawT’s stance that it was dis¬ 
liked to invoke blessings {salat) on the Prophet without adding 
greetings ( salam ). 
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74. Risala fi Bayan at-Tamattu c fi Ashhur al-Hajj lil-Muqlm bi- 
Makkata min Am, a one-page response in which he argues for 
the permissibility of tamattu c for the travelling Meccan pilgrim 
contrary to the Hanafi position. 

75. Risala Bl-Lamat wa-Ma c rifat Aqsamiha, a treatise on the letter 
lam in its various grammatical uses. 

76. Risala fi-Ma Yata c allaqu bi-Laylati al-Nisfi min Sink ban wa- 
Laylatial-Qadr, see Fath ar-Rahman bi-Fada’ish StiaFan. 

77. Risalat al-Mahdi, in which al-Qari, like his teacher al-MuttaqT al- 
Hindl in al-Burhan fiAlamat MahdlAkhir al-Zaman and Risalat 
ar-Radd, refuted Sayyid Muhammad b. Sayyid Khan al-Kazimi 
al-Husaynl al-Juwanpuri’s (847-910/1443-1504) claim of being 
the promised MahdI. 33 

78. Sanad al-Anam fi Sharh Musnad al-lmam, a commentary on the 
hadith related from Abu HanTfa, known as his Musnad, in which 
al-Qarl said: “Good opinion of Abu HanTfa is that he 
encompassed the noble ahadith - the sound and the weak.” c Abd 
al-Fattah Abu Ghudda distanced himself from this claim, inter¬ 
preting it to mean “most of the hadith and Sunan.” 34 

79. San c at Allah fi STghat Sibghat Allah, a defence of al- 
Baydawl who mentioned in his TafsTr (end of Surat al-Fatiha) a 
hadith narrated by ath-Tha c labI in his TafsTr that Sibghat Allah b. 
Rawh Allah b. Jamal Allah al-Barwajl al-Madanl al-Husaynl an- 
Naqshbandl (d. 1015/1606) had declared forged (as did Wall ad- 
Dln al- c Iraqi before him): “Truly, Allah shall mete out inevitable, 
destined punishment on a certain people, whereupon a boy 
among them shall recite ‘Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds!’ 
from the Book; Allah shall hear him and lift that punishment from 
him for forty years”. 

80. as-Sanfa fi Tahqiq al-Buq c at al-Manfa, a two-page fatwa 
showing that the obligation of pilgrimage hinges on the duty to 
circumambulate the site of the Holy Ka c ba rather than its physical 
structure, so that the duty would remain even if the building were 
destroyed. 
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81. Shamm al- c Awarid fi Dhamm ar-Rawafid, a treatise anathemising 
extreme Shris as unbelievers. This is a different work from al- 
Qari’s Salalat ar-Risala on the same topic. 

82. Sharh Alfaz al-Kufr, a commentary on the treatise of Badr ar- 
Rashld Muhammad b. IsmaTl b. Mahmud al-Hanafi (d. 
768/1367) on the statements that constitute disbelief. Al-Qarl ap¬ 
pended it to his commentary on the Fiqh al-Akbar. 

83. Sharh Ayn al- c Ilm wa-Zayn al-Hilm , a commentary on Shams 
ad-DIn Muhammad b. c Uthman b. c Umar al-Balkhl’s (d. 
830/1427) abridgment of al-Ghazall’s Ihya’ c Ulum ad-DIn, which 
al-Qarl said he finished in Rajab 1014/November 1605, i.e. three 
months before he died. 

84. Sharh Hizb al-Bahr, a 60-folio commentary on a devotional text 
attributed to Abu al-Hasan al-Bakrl that al-Qarl mentions writing 
in his Jam c al-Wasa’il and Hirz al-Thamln, attributing it to “the 
BakrT masters.” 

85. Sharh MughnIal-Labib c an Kutub al-A c anb, an unfinished com¬ 
mentary on the philologist Ibn Hisham’s (d. 761/1360) famous 
grammar manual. 

86. Sharh Musnad al-Imam AbT Hanifa. Short hadith compilations 
are narrated by up to 22 of Abu Hanlfa’s (d. 150/767) students 
with connecting chains tothe Prophet (17 of which were collected 
by as-SalihT in his c Uqud al-Juman), but in absolute terms the 
title Musnad AbT Hanifa refers in particular to the compilation 
of the Bukhari master Abu Muhammad c AbdAllah b. Muhammad 
b. Ya c qub al-Harithl (d. 340/951), on which al-Qarl commented in 
a medium-sized work. 

87. Sharh al-Muwatta’bi-RiwayatMuhammad b. al-Hasan, which he 
finished in 1013/1605. 

88. Sharh ar-Risalat al-Qushayriyya in two manuscript volumes kept 
at Konya. 
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89. Sharh Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar, a commentary on Ibn Hajar’s 
Nuzhat an-Nazar, a commentary on his own Nukhbat al-Fikar ft 
Mustalah Ahl al-Athar or “Chosen Thoughts on the No¬ 
menclature of Hadith Scholars,” which he finished in 1006/1598. 

90. Sharh ash-Shatibiyya, a treatise on Hirz al-Amani wa-Wajh at- 
Taharii, a poem by the saintly blind master al-Qasim b. Fiyyurah 
ash-Shatibl’s (538-590/1144-1194) on the Quranic canonical 
readings also known as the Shatibiyya Kubra and the Shatibiyya 
Lamiyya. Qarl also wrote a brief explanation of its difficult words 
entitled ad-Dabitiyya lish-Shatibiyya. 

91. Sharh ash-Shifa, a large commentary on the timeless masterpiece 
of al-QadT lyad, which al-Qan said he finished in Ramadan 
1011/1602. 

92. Shifa’as-Salik fi IrsaliMalik, a two-page response to someone’s 
criticism of Imam Malik’s ruling of sadl or letting the hands hang 
by one’s sides in prayer with the following words: “The mujtahid 
is the prisoner of the proof, so it is unimaginable Imam Malik had 
no basis for this.” 

93. SUht al-Jawa’iz fi Salat al-Jana’iz, in which he forwards the posi¬ 
tion that the status of funeral prayer inside a mosque is “prefera¬ 
bly disliked” (makruhtanzihan), not prohibited ( makruh 
tahrimaii), providing evidence for the preferability (al-awla) of 
performing it inside the Sacred Mosque in Mecca. 

94. Sulalat ar-Risala fi Dhamm ar-Rawafid min Ahl ad-Dalala, a brief 
treatise demonstrating that those who insult the first two caliphs 
are not disbelievers categorically. This is a different work from 
al-Qarl’s Shamm al- c Awarid on the same topic. 

95. Tab rid al- c Ulama’ fin Taqrib al-Umara\ a 16-folio review of is¬ 
sues that pertain to the relationship between Muslim scholars, 
students of knowledge and governors. 

96. at-Tad’hin lit-Tazyin c ala Wajh at-Tabyin, a four-page follow¬ 
up to his Tazyin al- c lbara rebutting a critic of the latter on the 
issue of pointing with the finger during tashahhud. 
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97. Tahqlq al-Ihtisab fi Tadqiq al-Intisab, a three-page corrective of 
the mistaken belief that lowly maternal parentage bears on one’s 
social standing. 

98. at-Ta'ibiyya fi Sharh at-Ta’iyya, a 24-folio commentary on a 
poem on repentence penned by the Yemeni scholar Sharaf ad-DTn 
IsmaTl b. Abl Bakr al-Husaynl known as Ibn al-Muqrl (d. 
837/1434) in which he advises his son to repent. Al-Qari also 
wrote a commentary on the son’s verse in reply to his father that 
begins “I have the best opinion of Allah.” 

99. at-Ta c liqat c ala Thulathiyyat al-Bukhan, a recently-published 
medium-sized commentary on all the three-link-chained hadiths 
in Sahih al-BukharT on which al-Qari proceeded to comment 
from several perspectives, including explanations of difficult 
words and their correct spelling. 

100. TashyF Fuqaha’ al-Hanafiyya li-Tashnf Sufaha’ ash- 
Shaffiyya, in which he defends the Hanafi School and its imams 
against what he calls the detractions of certain ShafTTs. He 
followed it up with a two-page Dhayl in which he defended 
himself from the charge of partisanship and mentioned that both 
the Hanafi mufti and the Hanafi qadi of the Meccan Sanctuary, 
Badr ad-DTn Hasan ash-ShahawI and Husayn b. Rustum al- 
KafawT took his defence and justified him. 35 

101. Tasliyat al-A c ma c ala Baliyyat al- c Ama, a compilation of 50 re¬ 
ports on giving solace to the blind and the rewards of endurance. 

102. at-Tasrlh fi Sharh at-Tasrlh, a six-folio response on the sunna 
of grooming and combing the beard. 

103. TathTr at-Tawiyya bi-Tahsin an-Niyya, an eight-folio 
explanation of the saying “The believer’s intention is better than 
his deeds and the deeds of the hypocrite are better than his 
intention”, to which al-Qarl also devoted an entry in the Asrar. 

104. Tatmim al-Maqasid wa-Takmll al- c Aqa’id, a compilation of 
questions on doctrine that al-Qarl appended to his com- 
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mentary on the Fiqh a I-A k bar, published in full in the second 
half of our late teacher Shaykh Wahbi Sulayman Ghawji’s 
Minah ar-Rawd al-Azhar (his edition of al-Qari’s Sharh). The 
TatmTm includes al-Qari’s Sharh Alfaz al-Kufr. 

105. TawdTh al-MabanT wa-Tanqih al-Ma c ani, a commentary on Ibn 
Habib al-Halabl’s (d. 808/1405) abridgment of al-Nasaffs Manar 
al-Anwar on legal principles. 

106. TazyTn al- c Ibara li-Tahsin al-Ishara, a six-page study of the 
issue of finger-pointing in tashahhud in which al-Qarl lambasted 
those who claimed such pointing was preferably avoided, disliked 
or even prohibited. He also wrote a follow-up, at-Tad’hln lit- 
Tazyln. 

107. al-Wuquf bit-Tahqlq c ala Mawqif as-Siddlq, a 5-folio fatwa on 
a historical issue related to pilgrimage during the first caliphate. 

108. az-Zubda fi Sharh al-Burda, a commentary on al-BusTrl’s im¬ 
mortal poem in praise of the Prophet. 36 

109. Zubdatash-Shama’il wa- c Umdatal-Wasa’il, a 22-folio abridg¬ 
ment of at-Tirmidhl’s ash-Shama’ilal-Muhammadiyya. 
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Notes 


al-Muhibbl, Kulasat al-Athar IT A c yan al-Qam a/-Had! C Ashar. 4 vols. (Cairo: al- 
Matba'a al-Wahbiyya, 1284/1868) 3:185; ash-Shawkanl, al-Badr al-Tali c bi- 
Mahasin man ba c d al-Qarn al-Tasi c , ed. Husayn b. c Abd Allah al-'Umarl 
(Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1419/1998) p. 449. 

2 az-Zabldl in Taj al- c Arus derives it from mawla, which “non-Arabs turned into 
mawl(a)wl then corrupted into mullaT See also Hassan Hallaq and 'Abbas 
Sabbagh, a/-Mu jam a/-Jamb fil-Mustalahat a/- ‘Uthmaniyya (Beirut: Dar an- 
Nahdat al-'Arabiyya, 2009, p. 213). 

3 In Khalil Ibrahim Qutlay, a/-Imam c A lTal-QarTwa-Atharuhufbl/m al-Hadith 
(Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 1408/1987) p. 54-55. The present article 
partly epitomises and updates the material presented by Qutlay. 

4 In Qutlay, al-Imam C A/Ial-Qarl(p. 57). 

5 al-Qarl, Mirqat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masablh, ed. Muhammad az-Zuhrl 
al-GhamrawI, 5 vols. (Cairo: al-Matba'at al-Maymaniyya, 1309/1892) 1:254). 

6 al-Qarl, Mirqat (1:25). 

I al-Qarl, Mirqat (1:2). 

8 Siddlq Hasan Khan, Abjad al- c Ulum , ed. 'Abd al-Jabbar Zakkar, 3 vols. 
(Damascus : Wizarat at-Tahqafa wal-Irshad al-Qawml, 1978 ; rept. Beirut : Dar al- 
Kutub al-'Ilmiyya, n.d.) 3:232. 

9 al-Qarl, Mirqat (1:2). 

10 al-Qarl in several places, see Qutlay, al-Imam c All al-Qari(p. 77). 

II al-Qarl, Bayan Fi c l al-Khayr idha Dakhala Makkata man Hajja c an al-Ghayr in 
Qutlay, al-Imam c All al-Qarl(p. 79). 

12 In al-Muhibbl, K/ui/asat al-Athar (3:185). 

13 al-Qarl, Bayan Fid al-Khayr in Qutlay, al-Imam ' All al-Qarl (p. 82). 

14 al-Qarl, Mirqat (1:2). 

15 al-Qarl, Shamm a/-A war id. see Qutlay, al-Imam ' All al-Qarl (p. 81). 
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16 In c Abd Allah Mirdad, al-Mukhtasar min Kitab Nashr an-Nur waz-Zahr IT 
Tarajim Afadil Makka min al-Qarn al- c Ashir ila al-Qarn ar-Rabi cc Ashar. ed. 
Muhammad Sa c Td al- c AmudI and Ahmad c AlI, 2nd ed. (Jeddah: c Alam al-Ma c rifa, 
1406/1986) p. 268. 

17 In Mirdad, Mukhtasar{ p. 251). 

18 As implied in the Athbat of Shah Wall Allah al-DihlawT, his teacher Ibn c AqIla 
and the latter’s teacher Hasan b. C A1T al- c UjaymI who narrates from Muhammad 
Husayn al-Khafi, from c Abd al-Haqq ad-Dihlawi, from Mulla c AlI al-Qarl. 

19 Muhammad Amin Ibn c Abidin, Thabat Ibn 1 Abidin al-musamma c Uqud al-La ’all 
ffl-Asanld a I-A wall ed. Muhammad Ibrahim al-Husayn (Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir 
al-Islamiyya, 1431/2010) p. 406 and al-Kuzbari, Majmiri al-Athbat al-Hadithiyya 
li-Al al-KuzbarT al-Dimashqiyyln wa-Siyarihim wa-Ijazatihim, ed. c Umar 
Muwaffaq an-Nushuqatl (Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 1428/2007) p. 353. 
Cf. Qutlay (p. 89). 

20 In Mirdad, Mukhtasar{ p. 487). 

21 Entry “No prophet shall remain under the earth a millenium” (an-nabiyyu la 
yu ’aliiHi tahta al-ard). 

22 Cf. Muhyl al-Dln Ibn c ArabT, al-Futiihat al-Makkiyya, 4 vols. (Cairo: al- 
Matba'at al-Maymaniyya, 1329/1911) eh. 364, 445 3:320, 4:60 and the chapter on 
the Prophet Musa in his Fusus al-Hikam, ed. Abu al- c Ala’ c Afifi (Cairo: c Isa al- 
Babl al-Halabl, 1365/1946, rept. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al- c ArabI, 1966) pp. 208-213. 

23 See Ahmad al-Ghumarl, al-Jawab al-Muffdlis-Sa’ilal-Mustafld (Beirut: Dar al- 
Kutub al- c Ilmiyya, 2002) pp. 96-97 and c Abd Allah al-Ghumarl, Bida c al-Tafasir 
(pp. 58-63) and Istimdada!-‘A wn li-Ithbat Kufr FiFawn, appended to al-Jawab al- 
Muffd (yp. 122-128). 

24 As-SuyutI actually composed seven treatises on the topic. 

25 Al-Qan, Sharh al-Shifa\ 2 vols. (Asitana 1290/1873) 1:648-649; (Cairo 
1312/1894 ed.) 3:99. 

26 Muhammad b. c Abd ar-Rasid al-Barzanjl, Sadad ad-DIn wa-Sidad ad-Dayn 
(Medina: Dar al-Madlnat al-Munawwara, 1419/1998) p. 114-118, cf. al-Muhibbi, 
Khulasat al-Athar (3:186) and Qutlay, al-Imam c All al-QarTdp. 106-107). Yet they 
all meant to meet the demands of praiseworthy ijtihad in light of what they deemed 
hadith evidence as rhetorically asserted by Imam Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn 
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al-Bayhaql in no less than his Dala’il an-Nubuwwa wa-Ma c rifat Ahwal Sahib ash- 
SharFa, ed. c Abd al-Mu c t! Amin Qal'ajT. 7 vols. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- c llmiyya, 
1408/1988) 1:192-193: “And how would his two parents and grandfather not be 
thus described when they worshipped idols until they died and they did not profess 
the religion of c Isa b. Maryam?” 

27 In al-Barzanjl, Sadadad-DIn (p. 117). 

28 As narrated from Ibn c Abbas by al-Hakim an-Naysaburl, al-Mustadrak c ala al- 
Sahihayn (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma c arif al- c Uthmaniyya, 1334/1916, rept. Beirut: 
Dar al-Ma c rifa, 1986) 2:338 and elsewhere. 

29 Mahmudb. c Abd Allahal-AlusI, Ruh al-Ma c am fi Tafsrr al-Qur’an al- c Azim was- 
Sab c al-Matham, 30 vols. in 15 (Cairo: Idarat at-Tiba c at al-Munlriyya, 1345/1926) 
19:138. 

30 Cf. Qutlay, al-Imam c Alial-Qari(p. 126). 

31 ShaykhMuhammad Zahid al-Kawtharl revealed in his Maqalat (Riyadh and 
Beirut: Dar al-Ahnaf, 1993) p. 413 that the real author of at-TaftazanT’s supposed 
epistlewas c Ala ’ad-DIn al-Bukharl and that its title was Fadlhat al-Mulhidln or 
Risala fi Wall data /- Wu jild. the same title used by al-Qarl.Yet another major Hanafi 
jurist, Isma c Il KalanbawT rebutted al-Bukharl in a fatwa reproduced in Muhammad 
Rajab Hilml’s al-Burhan al-Azhar ff Manaqib ash-Shaykh al-Akbar (Cairo: 
Matba'at al-Sa c ada, 1326/1908) pp. 18-22. 

32 al-QarT, Risala fi Wahdat al- Wujud (Istanbul: Dar al-Ma c arif, 1294/1877) p. 62. 

33 The Mahdawiyya sect survives to this day in parts of Hyderabad, Mysore, 
Jaipur, and Gujerat in India as well as Shahdadpur in Pakistan. 

34 See c Abd al-Fattah Abu Ghudda, ed., in Muhammad c Abd al-Rashld an- 
Nu'manT. Makanat al-Imam AbiHanifata tTI-Hadith. 4th ed. (Aleppo: Maktab al- 
Matbu'at al-lslamiyya, 1996) p. 35 n. 

37 Jamil al- c Azm (d. 1352/1933) addressed the issue in c Uqudal-Jawhar ff Tarajim 
Man lahum Khamsun Tasnifan fa-Akthar (Beirut: al-Matba c at al-Ahliyya, 
1326/1908) p. 464 as did Qutlay in al-Imam c Alial-Qan(p. 104-105). 

' 6 The writer of these lines received a copy of a complete manuscript of this work 
from the Damascus library of the late musnid Sayyid Muhammad Salih al-KhaHb 
copied in the latter’s own hand together with al-Qarl’s two treatises on the 
Maw lid. 

156 -The Islamic Quarterly: Vol 58, No. 2 



Mulla c Ah b. Sultan al-Qan and his Work: 

A Descriptive Bibliography 


37 For the ms. locations of Qari’s unpublished works see Qutlay, al-Imam c Ali al- 
Qarl 
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